
 
 

At the 8th Annual conference this September, many of the region’s top agriculture and animal science stakeholders will 
convene to discuss some of the industry’s most pressing issues. The MinnWest Technology Campus will provide a forum 
for ~150 Ag leaders from around the Midwest to share their stories and create a collective narrative about agriculture and 
the huge role it plays on the economy from our neighbor’s table to world trade. Industry influencers should rally together to 
relay a positive message about the future and the important impact of agriculture to consumers, policy makers, and the 
next generation of industry leaders. Register at http://www.mnwesttechnology.com/asc/  

7:00 AM to 7:45 AM: Registration & Networking Breakfast 

7:45 AM to 7:50 AM: Welcome Remarks & Overview - Joanna Schrupp 

7:50 AM to 9:00 AM: Kick Off Session – “Regional Collaboration in Agriculture & Animal Science” 

Tony DeLisi - Senior Consultant, Avalanche Consulting 

Regional Collaboration in Agriculture & Animal Science will help participants understand successful current economic development 
trends agricultural technology, workforce and collaboration. The session will begin by framing the topic from a national perspective: 
What are some of the big trends occurring in Agriculture & Animal Science and why do they matter? It will include examples from best 
practice regions of various sizes that have built successful programs around Agriculture & Animal Science: Who is doing this well and 
how? Next, Tony will outline some of the common factors these best practices share. The focus will likely be on factors such as 
Precision Agriculture, Utilizing New Technology, and Connecting to Global Markets, Local Food, and Regional Partnerships. 

9:00 AM to 9:30 AM: Storytellers: Riverview LLP – Natasha Mortenson, Community Relations 

9:30 AM to 10:00 AM: Storytellers: Lettuce Abound – Kevin Ortenblad, Founder 

10:00 AM to 10:15 AM: Networking Break 

10:15 AM to 10:45 AM: Storytellers: Aviagen – Kevin Lynch, VP of Operations 

10:45 AM to 11:15 AM: Storytellers: Ferndale Market – John Peterson, Farmer & General Manager 

11:15 AM to 12:15 PM: Panel – “Perspectives on the Value & Impact of Agriculture” 

 Chris Huisinga – CEO, Huisinga Turkey Farms, LLC  
 Kristine Fladeboe-Duininck - Professional Auctioneer, Realtor and Broker, Fladeboe Auctions & 

Chamber Ag Committee 
 Lara Durben - Communications & Assistant Executive Director, Minnesota Turkey Growers 
 Tiffany Flaten- Board Certified & Licensed Nutritionist, Rock Bottom Wellness 
 Moderator: Bruce Vincent - President, Environomics, Inc. 

12:15 PM to 12:45 PM: Networking Lunch 

12:45 PM to 2:30 PM: Keynote & Follow on Session – “With Vision, There is Hope” Followed by 
additional session – “Activism 101” 

Bruce Vincent- President, Environomics 

Our featured Keynote Speaker, Bruce Vincent, will share his experiences regarding some of the challenges and misconceptions the Ag 
industry faces on an ongoing basis and how the Timber industry overcame some of the very same barriers. He will continue with a 
follow-on session that digs into more of the “how to’s” that will provide some practical take-aways. The American environmental 
movement was timely and necessary - but is fifty years old and has failed to mature beyond a three-word vision of ‘Stop Doing That’. 
America is ready for a new vision of environmentalism and since we in the rural resource managing world only operate with the consent 
of the public, our challenge is to deliver that new vision. This session will be followed by Bruce's session "Activism 101." Using real life 
examples, we will discuss how resource providers can (and must!) communicate with a concerned public in a way that is 
understandable and acceptable to them. We will discuss how to make activism an integral part of doing business and do so without it 
taking over their business or their lives. 


